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Esteemed delegates,

Welcome to AmSouth 2008’s simulation of the United Nations Security Council. Your

committee director presiding over the dais will be Emily Bruxvoort. Emily is a junior at

the University of Texas majoring in Middle Eastern Studies with minors in Sociology and
Government. She is an active Secretariat member of Houston Area Model

United Nations Conference, Central Texas Model United Nations, Global
Classrooms Houston Model United Nations Conference and Global
Classrooms New York Model United Nations Conference and has been
participating in MUN at the University level throughout her undergraduate
career.

As always, the United Nations Security Council is the heart of international
relations and debate. The UN Security Council often times is the platform for heated
debates, sheer crisis, and action, and I would expect nothing less from this committee.
The simulation will run as on an open agenda, however, attached are three topic
proposals that act as suggestions for areas of debate which require attention: The
Pakistani Legal Crisis, The Situation in Sri Lanka, and Militant Insurgency in Somalia.
Given the nature of open agenda committees, it is recommended that delegates prepare
for a variety of topics and embrace versatility while conducting research.

If you have questions about research, the substance of any of the suggested topics, or
anything along these lines, please do not hesitate to contact Emily, Ernest, or myself via
email. One again, it is my pleasure in welcoming you to American South Model United
Nations 2008!

Lorey Campese
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Committee Background

The Security Council is the basic organ of United Nations entrusted with maintaining
international peace and security. The aim of this body is to deter major war, promote
resolution in times of conflict , and determine and resolve any and all threats to peace or
acts of aggression amongst the international community. The Security Council is the only
body of the UN that meets year round and is also unique in the fact that it is the only
international group that may compel member states to action. The Security Council has
the power to interrupt rail, sea, air, postal, telegraphic, radio, and other means of
communication. It also has the power to cease economic relations and in extreme cases
may even sever all diplomatic relations with countries. When diplomacy fails or
reinforcement is needed, the UNSC has the power to deploy peace keeping troops to
maintain peace, establish neutral buffer zones between rivaling factions, and provide
safety to civilian populations. There currently are 15 member states in the Security
Council. China, the United Kingdom, United States, France, and Russia all have
permanent seats and the remaining 10 seats are regionally selected on a 2 year rotating
schedule. Each member gets one vote to accept, reject, or abstain, but any permanent
member (otherwise known as the P-5) can veto a pending resolution with a no vote. The
Security Council has other less publicized duties such as the nomination of the Secretary
General, establishing international criminal tribunals when necessary, electing judges to
the International Court of Justice, and recommending new member states to the United
Nations. Primarily however, the United Nations Security Council has always been and
will continue to act as the primary player in the diplomacy game of maintaining peace
throughout our world.

Simulation

Many delegates find that while the Security Council is truly a very exciting experience, it
also may be very challenging. As Director of AmSouth 2008’s Security Council, Emily
will expect all delegates to act and respond as delegates of the true United Nations
Security Council in New York. The committee will be fairly relaxed. When applicable
however, the entire membership must buckle down to complete the work we’ve all set
out to do in the simulation. To ensure proper communication within the committee,
everyone should familiarize themselves with parliamentary rules of procedure as well as
proper diplomatic language. This very Security Council will learn the power of a minute
and how crucial actions made by all 15 parties effect exactly how the world functions.
We will find that the decisions made within this body can be the difference between
dramatic hostilities and peaceful resolution.

Issue Briefing #1
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For decades, Sri Lanka has been engaged in civil conflict stemming from ethnic divisions



within the country. The two major parties in this long standing dispute are the
government of Sri Lanka and the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), more
commonly known as the Tamil Tigers. The ETTE, are listed as a terrorist organization by
32 nations including the United States and many nations within the European Union and
are fighting for rights to natural resources such as water and redistribution of “occupied”
territory by opposing ethnic groups in Sri Lanka amongst many other demands. A full list
of the proposals by the ETTE may be found on BBC’s website at the following link:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/south asia/3232913.stm. Generally speaking, the Tamil Tigers
are essentially vying for an autonomous interim self-governing authority.

Within the past few weeks, the Sri Lankan government officially withdrew from a six
year long ceasefire. With death tolls estimated at over 5,000 within the past two years,
military analysts predict huge spikes in conflict statistics this coming year. Perhaps the
most devastating factor pertaining to the situation in Sri Lanka is the deteriorating interest
taken by other nations, particularly in the west, in the conflict. In many geographic areas,
complacency has cast a shadow in the eyes of nations, many of which feel the cease fire
may very well have been Sri Lanka’s best chance at a peaceful future.

The current violence in Sri Lanka is rooted in the British colonial rule. The British
implementation of divide and rule, in Ceylon favoring the minority group composed
largely of Hindu Tamils, laid the groundwork for ethnic tensions. Once Ceylon received
its full independence from the British in 1948, the divide between ethnic groups began to
grow further apart. The majority group, the Sinhalese, has greatly maintained its power
on the national level and has created legislation promoting Sinhalese nationalism,
spurring the Tamil population. Ceylon was renamed favoring the Buddhist Sinhalese
population in 1972, further agitating the Tamil minority. In 1976, the LTTE were
formally established. Fighting between the LTTE and the Sri Lankan government ensued
as civil war erupted in the 1980s with Tamils demanding self-rule.

The Norwegians brokered a fragile peace agreement between the Sri Lankan government
and the LTTE in 2002, establishing a cease-fire and a monitoring body called the Sri
Lanka Monitoring Mission (SLMM). Based in Colombo, SLMM had the authority to
supervise the terms agreed upon and mediate further negotiations between the two
conflicting parties. The fragile cease-fire held after the LTTE left negotiations in 2003,
largely due to the Tsunami that devastated South and Southeast Asia in December of
2004. After the EU added LTTE to their list of terrorist organizations in 2002, LTTE
demanded that all EU staff be removed, halving SLMM and leaving only those from
Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Finland, and Iceland to man the body. After several
violations of the cease-fire from both sides, the SLMM became of no consequence in
maintaining the peace as it could offer no real incentives or punishments.

LTTE seeks an autonomous region in the North and East, giving up on dreams of
independence. The Sri Lanka government claims that in two or three years, the LTTE
will be defeated. The Economist reports that there have been over 4,000 deaths since the



end of 2005, more than half in the first nine months of 2006. The conflict is raging,
fought on land, air and sea. Violations of international humanitarian law, serious
economic troubles such as inflation at 17%, national debt reaching above the billion
dollar mark, and decreased tourism all indicate that the situation in Sri Lanka is at a
breaking point. Each side claims it is winning the war, but the country itself is losing.

( )

It is the duty of the United Nations Security Council to offer strategic alternatives to
peace for the nation of Sri Lanka. One of the primary initiatives to be considered must be
the potential for a more pragmatic peace agreement that can be more appropriately
implemented. Given the tremendous task this insinuates, other subsidiary issues must be
addressed as well. These issues include the safety of both Tamil and members of other
ethnic groups within Sri Lanka’s borders. The growing concern of access to natural
resources coupled with the fear of air strikes and other military initiatives shows how
fragile the state of Sri Lanka is and underlines the need for action by all members of the
international community to properly maintain peace and security in our world.

* +
Does your nation consider the ETTE to be a terrorist organization?
What is the policy of your nation in terms of negotiating with terrorist organizations?

Has your country ever been involved, either domestically or through international
partnerships, with matters of political or military insurgency?

What are your country’s priorities concerning trade partnerships, humanitarian efforts,
and ethnic tension in South Asia? Other parts of the world?

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=25199&Cr=sri&Crl=lanka

http://news.bbe.co.uk/2/hi/south_asia/7176236.stm

http://news.bbe.co.uk/2/hi/south _asia/6043662.stm

http://www.reuters.com/article/featuredCrisis/idUSCOL66488

http://www.eelam.com/

http://www.cfr.org/publication/9242/
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In a failed state ran by warlords for much of the last two decades, Somalia embodies the
model of a state in dire need. A humanitarian crisis is reaching new heights and is
regularly described as the worst situation in the conflict riddled continent of Africa.
Death tolls from 1991 have topped one million as well as internally displaces persons and
refugees. Mogadishu, Somalia’s capital city, appears a ghost town in many parts of the
city. According to the Economist, more than 340,000 Somalis fled the capital in from
February to April 2007 and hundred’s of thousands more in the months of November and
December of 2007. To further emphasize the problem, the Somalis that have braved the
warlord infighting are finding it increasingly difficult to receive aid that has been
promised to the area. Eric Laroche, United Nations Humanitarian Coordinator for
Somalia, has put the number of Somalis in need of ‘immediate humanitarian aid’ at
around 1.5 million. A mere 20% of children are currently receiving food and essential
medicines necessary for survival. No more than ever, there remains a need for peace
building that only an internationally and domestically recognized government can
provide.

In November, Nur Hassan Hussein was sworn in as the Prime Minister of Somalia, but
without more appropriate international support, the task he faces will surely end as many
that of many before him. Mr. Nur is dependent on neighboring Ethiopia for military
assistance and is still waiting for an AU task force to aid him in restoring stability to the
horn of Africa.

After President Barre was overthrown in 1991, violence and civil war has run rampant in
Somalia. Political and military control has largely broken down across four major clans:
Hawiye, Darod, Rahanwein and Dir, each clan with its own militia. In 2004, leading clan
warlords and Somali politicians came to an agreement to establish a parliament with
Abdullahi Yusuf as president. Tension quickly began to accumulate between the
Transitional Federal Government (TFG) and the Union of Islamic Courts (UIC). The
African Union was ordered to disarm the militias.

During the summer months of 2006, the Union of Islamic Courts take control of the
capital and reopen air and seaports for the first time since 1995. In September, the UIC
and transitional government begin peace talks. In December of the same year, Ethiopian
and transitional government forces begin fighting the Islamists. The Red Cross called the
fighting between insurgents and government troops (assisted by Ethiopian troops) the
worst in 15 years in March of 2007.

The reemergence of armed clan members as roadblocks, wide availability of khat, a
narcotic, and arms trade persisting underground all show an unstable situation that
continues to be violent. The Somalis are widely undernourished and malnourished, the
economy is very weak and the political situation is volatile at best while violence is still



prevalent.

( )

In order to fully utilize one of the more appropriately funded programs in Africa today,
more effective methods of distribution must be discovered in order to get supplies
necessary for survival to the people of Somalia. For many parties, it would appear that a
military intervention is an avenue that must be considered, but the lack of support by
member states of the African Union have hindered the process thus far. In addition,
Ethiopian forces are waning and have delayed the final segment of their phased
withdrawal for months. The Security Council in coordination with regional bodies
remains the final hope for Somalia’s future. Diplomatic evasions and political side
skirting must be overcome and appropriate action, as decided by the United Nations
Security Council, must be made immediately to ensure the future stability of a ravaged
nation.

* +

Does your nation contribute aid, monetary or otherwise, to NGOs or other groups in
Somalia?

What is your country’s relationship with neighboring Ethiopia, which is actively engaged
in the political, social, and military aspects of Somalia’s situation?

Does your nation feel that military intervention is necessary?

Does your nation feel the United Nations should be handling the situation or more
localized agents such as the African Union?

Does your nation feel it could support negotiations between the transitional government
in Somalia and armed warlords?

What role does your country feel the elected governments of the semi-autonomous
Puntland and Somaliland should play?

http://news.bbec.co.uk/2/hi/africa/7106979.stm

http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2007/sc9128.doc.htm

http://news.bbec.co.uk/2/hi/africa/7110074.stm

http://www.un.org/News/briefings/docs/2007/071019 Laroche.doc.htm

http://allafrica.com/stories/200801080572.html




http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/2863.htm
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The International Commission of Jurists recently declared that the suspension of
Pakistani Chief Justice Iftikhar Mohammad Chaudhry was a move that may have caused
“irreversible constitutional damage” to the nation’s infrastructure. On the brink of all out
chaos after the assassination of Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto and with upcoming
elections being threatened, the ongoing legal crisis compounds this crisis even further.
Judicial systems in most countries are the primary mechanism for enacting the rule of law
and maintaining accountability of executive officers. The interference of the Ministry of
Law by President Musharraf has seriously threatened judicial independence and the
ramifications extend far beyond the riots that have become commonplace in the South
Asian country. Minister of Law Wasim Safar made it clear that the Pakistani government
feels that the ICJ was “misguided by people interested in politicizing the issue”.

Shortly after the coup that brought Musharraf to power, Musharraf fired half of the
Supreme Court justices, replacing the out-going justices with judges more sympathetic to
his coup. Among those chosen to fill the void in February of 2000, Iftikhar Chaudhry
was promoted to chief justice. Throughout these past seven years, Chaudhry has
launched investigations into disappearances in Balochistan and called attention to police
and politicians who have “forgotten the poor”, outlawed child marriage, stopped the
President from privatizing a large steel company due to “irregularities in the bidding
process”, and other reformist actions that became a thorn in General Musharraf’s side.

General Musharraf suspended Chaudhry on March 9th for “misuse of authority”, much
later to be construed as a misuse of Chaudhry’s power in order to advance his son’s
career. Three days later, lawyers from various parts of Pakistan boycotted court cases to
show their support against what they saw as the General interfering with the judicial
branch. On the 16th of March, violence breaks out between protesting lawyers and police
in Islamabad.

In major cities like Lahore, Karachi, Islamabad, protests break out in support of
Chaudhry, leading to brutality and violence that took the lives of 41 people and injured
countless others. Cities like Karachi and Lahore became battlegrounds for several days.
Political and social unrest created by this situation has spilled into the streets in amounts
equaling each drop of blood that has been spilled. The unrest and violence comes during
the year that Musharraf is determined to get reelected and with Musharraf’s dwindling
popularity, this crisis will definitely affect him politically.



( )

First and foremost concerning the topic at hand, a recommendation for the reinstatement
of the justices and judges or support for Musharraf’s decisions must be considered. In
turn, a recommendation for reinstatement or a statement of support for Musharraf’s
decision may be an avenue to convey the sentiment of the international community. With
a nuclear arsenal that many political analysts have speculated may be less secure than
previously thought, the instability of the justice system must only act as one area of
concern when facing the issues at hand. It must be a multifaceted approach including
political and military decisions that must be confronted not only domestically by the
governmental leadership of Pakistan, but also its neighbors and the international
community as a whole.

* +
What is your nation’s relationship with President Pervez Musharraf?

How much of a priority is radical Islamic terrorism and security in Middle East on your
national agenda?

Does your nation have an independent judiciary?

What role does your country feel sovereignty should play when dealing with
governmental systems, especially justice systems?

Does your nation provide goods, services, money, or counsel to the nation of Pakistan?

What was your nation’s attitude toward the state of Pakistan during Benazir Bhutto’s
time as Prime Minister?
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